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EARLY HISTORY OF ASHLEY COUNTY 
By: W. T. Martin, Camden, Arkansas 


Being one of the oldest living settlers in Southern Bradley 
County and living there from 1856 to 1879 induces me to write 
this article of what I know of Ashley County mentioned above, 
most of which I get from the written history of the early days of 
Arkansas and my own personal knowledge and acquaintance with 
the people who lived in that county in my day. 

Ashley county was created by Act of November 30, 1848, from 
a part of Drew County and was named for Chester Ashley, United 
States Senator from Arkansas, whose death occurred in April be- 
fore the county was established. The first county officers were: 
W. F. Willis, county judge; G. W. Worthington, county clerk; 
W. M. Ducker, sheriff; J. N. Thompson, treasurer; D. D. Sims, 
Surveyor; John Hinkson, coroner. 

County and circuit court were held at the house of Isaac Den- 
son near Fountain Hill in the northern part of the county, until 
October, 1849, when Thomas C. Denson, George N. Denton, and 
W. P. Doyle were appointed as commissioners to locate a perma- 
nent county site. They selected a site near the center of the 
county and there laid out the town of Hamburg, which is still 
the site of justice. 

Among the early settlers were Isaac and Thomas C. Denson 
who located near Fountain Hill in 1842; William Daniels, who 
came from Alabama; Elijah Kirkpatrick, from North Carolina, 
and William §. Willis who was elected the first county and pro- 
bate judge. Dunk Jippin came from Alabama in 1835 with his 
slaves and cleared up a plantation on the Saline River where 
the Rock Island railroad crosses the river and ran a ferry and 
@ warehouse there for a good many years. He settled on the Indian 
trail where it crosses the river from Little Rock, to Monroe, La. 
or near to it. ; 

There were a great many other families that came in during 
the late forties and early fifties. Hon. John W. Van Gilder became 
a resident of Hamburg in 1854. He came from Tennessee, prac- 
ticed law in Hamburg from 1854 to 1855 when he retired. Hon. 
Marcus Lafayette Hawkins became a resident of Hamburg in 
1855, engaging in the practice of law. He was a member from 
Ashley county in the State Convention, in 1861, and the Constitu- 
tional Convention in 1874, was circuit judge of that judicial dis- 
trict for quite a number of years. He loaned me the first volume 
of Blackstone’s Commentaries on the common law of England 
the first law book I ever read. 

Old man Withers came from Alabama in the late forties and 
settled not far from Fountain Hill. He had four sons, Richard, 
Holcomb, Robert, and Boen, and three daughters. I have for- 
gotten their names, one married Perry Lambert, another a Has- 
kew and the third a Downey, and they all reared familizs in that 
county. Holcomb Withers became a prominent lawyer at Hot 
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Springs, making ten thousand dollars or more a year and became 
impressed to preach the gospel, which he did and made one of 
the biggest preachers: in the Southern Methodist Church. Richard 
was lawyer, preacher and farmer, but did not attain the promin- 
ence as his brother, Holcomb, but was a very smart man indeed. 
Robert or Captain Bob, as I always knew him, farmed and ran 
the river in its navigation seasons. He ran keel boats there in 
an early day up to 1847 when he bought the Howard, the first 
steamer that ever navigated Saline River and the Nelson Mor- 
gan and other steam boats until the railroad got to Collins and 
killed the river traffic. Boen Withers, his brother, helped him 
on the river as mate, as long as he ran the river, after which 
he became a big planter on the Bayou Bartholomew as long 
as he lived. 


In those days, Ashley County began to fill up with the best 
people from the other older Southern States. The Hays, Thomp- 
Sons, Files, Allens, Flemmings, Holmes, Norris, McCombs, 
Agees, Woods, John C. Downey came from Monroe County, Ala- 
bama in 1850 and settled in Longview township near the Saline 
river and engaged in farming. On this farm he died in 1860 the 
result of a gunshot wound received accidently. He had two sons, 
John C. and Peter Downey, the former was county and probate 
judge of Ashley county for a number of years in the late eighties. 
James M. Whitlow, another prominent family, came from Mis- 
Sissippi in 1856 and settled in Ashley County. 

Greenwood Pugh came from Mississippi in 1850 and settled 
ten miles west of Hamburg, where he entered and opened up 
a farm, living there until his death in 1883. He reared a large 
family, members of which made prominent citizens of the state. 
I could mention dozens of other old time citizens of Ashley Coun- 
ty, I will say the first settlement of which there is now any 
trace, was made by the French at Longview, on the Saline River, 
this being the highway connecting Arkansas Post with Monroe 
in Louisiana, of this settlement, there were two families—the 
Fogle and Buleet—who claim to have located there in 1768 or 
1770. Some years later came Acan, Carcuff, LaBeof, Pedron, as 
hunters and trappers and scattered up and down the river, these, 
with their grown up children, constituted for perhaps three quar- 
ters of a century the white people of the present Ashley County. 

In 1846 Captain Phillip Derden came from Virginia and located 
at Longview, going into the mercantile business, buying furs and 
hides from the hunters and trappers and a general. store for 
the pioneer settlers. He built a log warehouse there on the river 
and a log cabin close by and lived and prospered and bought up 
most all the land there on both sides of the river for more than a 
mile up and down, what was not claimed by the old French. set- 
tlers. It was not long until others moved in and Longview be- 
came a flourishing little river town. There is where my father 
traded when, he came to the state in 1856, and I have gone with 
him there many times, in those days. : 
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